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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )EI Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 18 June 2002 and 18 October 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-10 and 12-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

5) 0 Claim(s) 1-1 0.1 3-1 6 and 18-34 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 12 and 17 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)\3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the conrection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 . Claims 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gombrich et al. (US pat. #4,857,716) in view of Snell (US pat. #5,749,908) and White et al. 
(6,353,413). 

1 ) In considering claim 12: 

Gombrich et al. discloses an integrated personal communication and data entry device 
(Figs. 11,21, 25-26 and 35) comprising: a portable housing (322 of col. 22, line 20); an intemal 
controller (364 of col. 23, lines 6-7) coupled to the housing; a commxmication device (RF 
modem 366; conmiunications port 368 of col. 23, lines 9-15) coupled to the controller; and an 
information device coupled to the controller, wherein the information device is configured to 
transmit patient identification information to a hospital data system to enable storage of said 
information fi-om the information device related to a patient on the hospital data system (vital 
signs measui-ement equipment and patient identification optical sensor device 352 according to 
col. 23, lines 15-45; col. 22, lines 3-5; and hospital system of Fig. 1 comprising computer system 
42 and memory devices 44). 

Snell teaches an integrated portable device comprising a voice recording device coupled 
to a controller, wherein the voice recording device is configured to obtain and enable storage of 
voice information fi:om the voice recording device related to a patient data set as voice 
annotation, whereby the patient information is linked to a hospital data system for storage 
(Abstract; elementslOO, 153 & 178 of Figs. 1-2 and 3/23). 
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White et al. teaches a muhi-functional, integrated personal communication and data entry 
device (UC 10 - pager/cellular phone & PDA/PC - col.3 lines 22-35) which comprises a paging 
device (pager - coL3 lilies 22-35) coupled to a portable housing (rectangular box) enclosing a 
controller (computer 70). 

In view of the teachings of Gombrich et al., Snell and White et al., it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to include a voice 
recording device of Snell in a multifunctional integrated portable device such as taught by 
Gombrich et al. in order to provide voice annotations to the patient data set such as vital signs 
data as additional patient information for transmission and storage as patient records in the 
hospital data system to thereby provide detail and meaning to the patient data, and furthermore to 
include a paging device as taught by White et al. in such a multifunctional integrated portable 
device to allow remote paging capabiUty which paging has been known to be used often in the 
patient/hospital environment. 

2) Regarding claim 17, Gombrich et al., Snell and White et al. render obvious all of the 
claimed subject matter as in the consideration of claim 12, including: 

a) the claimed output device ("status hghts" 358 in Fig. 29 of Gombrich et al.); 

except: 

b) the claimed wherein the integrated device is configured to provide at least one prompt 
on the output device to record at least one predetermined category of patient status information. 

However, since the voice recorder of Gombrich et al., Snell and White et al. are used to 
annotate patient data sets as complementing patient data and since the status lights on the 
portable device are used for providing status indications including prompts, it would have been 



Application/Control Number: 10/039,342 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2632 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to use a 
standardized patient data set annotation procedure implemented by prompting a user to annotate 
and record at least one predetermined category of patient status information in a check-list 
format in order to help a user in the entry of annotations in a consistent and predetermined 
manner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-10, 13-16 and 18-34 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 6/18/04, with respect to claims 1-10, 13-16 and 18-34 have 
been fiiUy considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-10, 13-16 and 18-34 has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, claims 12 and 17 have been rejected 
under new grounds in the above rejection. See above rejection for detail 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1) US pat. #s 4610254, 5683423, 5877675, 5921938 

—Similar use of voice recordation/communication on a portable medical device. 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier conraiunications from the 
exammer should be directed to Benjamin C. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-2963. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon -Fri 1 1 :00Am-7:30Pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR - 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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